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Political Landscape



2025 Session Activity
• Total Bills Introduced

• 2300 bills

• Total Enrolled (Passed Legislature)

• 172 bills

• Total Signed Into Law

• 170 (2 vetoed)

2025 Session Activity



HF 972 IGOV Rural Health Care

Session Recap



HF 303 Prior Authorization 

• Summary

• 48 hour response for urgent requests, 

10 calendar days for nonurgent 

requests 

• Utilization review/removal

• IID complaints/oversight authority

• Expanded reporting requirements

• Passed and signed

Session Recap



SF 383 Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBM)
• Summary

• Pricing standards: NADAC + dispensing fee, 

pass-through pricing

• Steering prohibition: Bars PBMs from steering 

patients to affiliated pharmacies through 

different cost-sharing 

• Specialty Drug Designations: Prevents ‘specialty 

drug’ designation to limit access

• Rebate pass-through: Requires 100% of rebates 

be passed on to carriers or plan sponsors

• Passed and signed

• Lawsuits pending

Session Recap



House of Representatives

Majority Leader 
Bobby Kaufmann

Speaker 
Pat Grassley

Minority Leader 
Brian Meyer

67 Republicans 

33 Democrats



House of Representatives
Key Committee Chairs

HHS Chair
Austin Harris

HHS Budget Chair 
Ann Meyer

Commerce Chair
David Young



Senate

Majority Leader 
Mike Klimesh

President 
Amy Sinclair

Minority Leader 
Janice Weiner

33
Republicans

17 Democrats



Senate
Key Committee Chairs

HHS Chair
Kara Warme

HHS Budget Chair 
Mark Costello

Commerce Chair
Mike Bousselot



Trifecta ≠ Agreement 



2026 Governor's Race

● Current Governor Kim Reynolds said that 
she is not running for reelection in 2026 

● Her announcement made the 2026 
governor's race the first open race since 
2006 

● Both parties will hold primaries June 2nd, 
2026 to decide their nominees 
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2026 Legislative Priorities



• State Medicaid Projections 

• $75.9 million deficit (FY26)

• $180.7 million deficit (FY27)

• HR 1 (BBB)

• $137 billion cut to rural hospitals

Medicaid Forecast



• H.R. 1 – “One Big Beautiful Bill Act” (OBBBA)

• Creates $50 billion Rural Health Transformation Program 

(RHTP) 

• State application process to access funds

• Iowa seeking up to $1 billion over five years ($200 million 

annually)

• Competitive RFP process 

• CMS announces state awardees December 31

• Legislation expected to support RHTP application

Rural Health Transformation Program



• Utilization Management Reform

• Step therapy 

• Accumulator, maximizer & 

alternative funding programs 

• Non-medical switching 

• Prior authorization 

• Gold carding

• Specialty Pharmacy Mandates 

• White Bagging/Brown Bagging 

• Home infusion

Priority Issues

• Drug Pricing & Affordability

• Pharmacy Benefit Manager (PBM) 

reform

• Rebate pass through

• Prescription Drug Affordability Boards

• Access

• Biomarker Testing
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Session Update



2026 Session Significant Dates
• First day 

January 12, 2026

• IMS Physician Day on the Hill
February 17, 2026

• Funnel Deadlines
First – February 20, 2026
Second – March 20, 2026

• Last day (“Sine Die”)
Day 100 – April 21, 2026

Session Timeline



2026 Session Activity

• Week 6 – First Funnel

• Total House Bills Introduced

• 2026: 439 HFs, 140 HSBs (779)

• 2025: 420 HFs, 180 HSBs (600)

• Total Senate Bills Introduced

• 2026: 335 SFs, 168 SSBs (503)

• 2025: 319 SFs, 127 SSBs (446)

2026 Session By the Numbers



• Medicaid Physician Reimbursement

• SF 2421 / HF 2635 Insurance Reform (Support)

• HF 2434 Physician Referral Coverage (Support)

• SF 2184 / HF 2545 Physician Licensure (Support)

• HF 2056 Ivermectin/Hydroxychloroquine Mandatory Dispensing (Dead)

• HF 2287 Vaccine Manufacturer Liability Immunity (Dead)

• SF 2211 / HF 2368 Iowa Medical Freedom Act (Dead)

• HF 2171 Eliminating Vaccine Requirements for Students (Survived funnel)

• HSB 704 Medication Abortion (Survived funnel)

• HF 2332 Feticide (Dead)

• HF 2316 Unborn Child Wrongful Death (Dead)

• HF 2676 Governor’s MAHA Package 

Notable Bills
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Questions?
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